THE    LAST   DAYS    OF    MADRID

administer very ample funds which have been placed in
foreign countries by unofficial methods. So that nothing
shall be lacking in this fightful farce, they keep up a
Permanent Deputation of the Spanish Cortes, the members
of which, like those of the Government, continue drawing
their salaries and so on, with their hopes set on the
possibility that one day circumstances will allow them to
fight their way back to power.

When the situation was at its worst, on the i3th of
March, the National Council of Defence agreed to send
the Supplies Chief of the Army, Don Trifon Gomez, to
Paris with certain important missions, among them, the
following:

To attempt to get the provisions already bought
by the Negrin Government sent to Spain. To get
information about the possibility of using the ships of
the Mid-Atlantic Company to carry those evacuating.

The results of his attempts could not have been more
depressing, as may be seen in the following paragraphs
which I transcribe from a long and meticulous report sent
by the Supplies Chief:

"Members of the Council of Campsa-Gentibus and its
Director, Senor Luchsinger, met on the said day, the
President only being absent (Don Demetrio Delgado
de Torres). I gave them full details of the situation
and it was decided to ask the President to meet the
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